Christopher Columbus’ letter to the Queen and the King of Spain, 1492

[bookmark: _GoBack]Christopher Columbus changed the course of American and global history with one voyage. A letter recounting his experinces that he had in the new world, which was sen to the king and queen of spain gives insight to the thinking and climate of the world at the time. This letter sets the tone for the world to come. 
Columbus is white, 
Male
Genoean 
Spanish are intrested of finding western route to India
 
· Columbus doesn't know what he found
 
· Makes 4 journeys over 10 year period until death
 
· On 3rd he is made prisoner for mistreatment of natives of Santo Domingo


The intended audience is the king and queen of spain

· The source was produced to tell the king and the queen all the things that he discovered and seen in the ameircas. He talked about the people he sae, the gold, the cultivation of different foods, the structure of the natives government 

· In Europe there was an urge to discover, and find ore land, empires wanted to expand and conquer and find resources like gold and minerals, they were mostly looking for an easier passage from  Europe to india primarily.

· The source reflects to its historical contexr becase at this time different empires and kingdoms were sending people out to explore in order for them to expand, the language that they use are similar because at this time there was this normalicy of exploring and everyone was doing it essentially,

· The source shows his fascination and columbus’ intent to exploit the contents of this land and mark it for spain, even though the land was already inhabited, the letter is written/sent out 6 months after his departure from spain and he lists all the things that hes seen and encoutenred and even his own experinces with the natives and the men that are with him on the trip.

· Columbus odenst really mention how central life and nature was tpo the natuves, and that they rlied on this structure to survive for generations. He doesn’t note how structured their givernance is, and this is probably because of the language barrier. He almost deems them invisible, they are usable and have a lot to offer, but who they are and their culture is basically irrelevant to him. Just because they aret him, or European he sees them as inferior, not inferior or invisible to the point to enact violence but to the point that is is okay for them to be exploited and used for th benefit of the empire.

· The document tells us the past was filled with curiosity, grave atrocity toward the natives and the inqusitness and fascination of the new world. It shows us how the new world would come to form nd how things will come into play



P1-intro, thesis – Columbus’ journey marked the intial domino that came to form the explotation of human beings and the race for domination of the Amerocas , Columbus’ voyage shaped / marked the beginning of a new world, that changed Europe forver, the view and interpre
P2- Context
P3- Content
P4- Authorship
P5- Organzation & historical significance 
